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This is no easy task and it’s becoming even harder to find 
the right formula with so many moving pieces within your 
infrastructure. A year ago, you may have been solely a Dell/
EMC shop but today your new Director of IT prefers HPE 
storage and servers resulting in a mixed environment. It 
could turn out that your company just acquired one of your 
competitors and they have NetApp storage while you still 
have HPE storage. You can substitute any storage vendor 
names to this scenario and the outcome will be the same. 

Maybe your CEO just came back from an event where she 
heard about AWS providing 30% savings to Healthcare 
companies like yours and she wants to start replicating 
data to the cloud to take advantage of those savings. 
Even better, your Dev team is requesting self-enclosed 
web servers running on HCI for testing new application 
updates. But the possibilities do not end there. What if 
your organization has grown exponentially in the last few 
years and needs to expand by leasing a building across the 
street, and now they are asking you to implement a Metro 
Cluster? Does that sound like fun to you? Probably not fun 
if you are responsible for BC/DR planning.

We believe business continuity and disaster recovery plans 
should be flexible enough to adjust with these types of 
changes without causing disruption to your environment. 

Taking steps to prevent your business continuity 
and disaster recovery plans from being derailed 

Today, businesses heavily rely on data, and their level of success is directly 
impacted by their ability to access and protect their most valuable digital assets. 
IT teams are entrusted with researching and recommending the best possible BC/
DR plan to keep data access uninterrupted and protected against unexpected 
catastrophic events. 

DataCore Software-defined storage (SDS) provides you 
with the flexibility to change the moving pieces inside your 
datacenter and introduce new technologies while keeping 
your BC/DR tasks running nonstop. 

Based on the latest trends, here are the top 5 possible changes 
that could derail your existing BC/DR strategies and force you 
to reshuffle your existing procedures. It is possible that your 
organization may be considering or already facing at least                                                                          
one of them. 

1. Storage Array Replacement

2. Mergers and Acquisitions

3. Cloud Replication

4. Hyper Converged Infrastructure

5. Multi-site MetroCluster

In the following pages we will review several examples for 
each of the initiatives mentioned above. We will also elaborate 
on the foundational value of why Software-defined storage 
is better equipped to fortify your BC/DR practices. Software-
driven storage redundancy and replication will always win 
because you are no longer locked-in to any one layer of your 
datacenter infrastructure.

https://info.datacore.com/l/68742/2019-05-09/dr772q
https://info.datacore.com/l/68742/2019-05-09/dr772q
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STORAGE ARRAY REPLACEMENT

The evolution of storage has brought tremendous benefits 
to accelerate data access and increase data redundancy 
for corporations. While many storage vendors have similar 
functionalities, they each have 1 or 2 features that sets them 
apart from their peers. These healthy differentiators place you 
in a unique position where you get to choose the option that 
is best suited for your organization’s business goals and data 
requirements. 

Having the power to choose is great and it is refreshing to 
choose one product that meets all your needs, until you run 
into something better 12 months down the road and you can’t 
buy it because you are already heavily invested in the initial 
product you chose. Plus, it does not align with your existing 
BC/DR plans. It seems like a new cool shiny object is hitting 
the market every year and you can’t even consider it because 
it will create more havoc for your team than the benefits it 
may provide. But it doesn’t have to be that way. There is an 
option that can get rid of these limitations. 

Finding a way to combine new storage technology 
alongside existing capacity is crucial to building an evolving 
infrastructure that can give you an unfair advantage over your 
competition. Whether you are adding an All-Flash storage 
array or secondary storage, you should have the flexibility to 

add these devices to your environment without disrupting 
your business continuity efforts.

Having an integrated storage infrastructure is a must have, 
where all of your storage devices can coexist and work 
together to give you that winning edge. You should not be 
penalized for embracing storage diversity. Getting storage 
vendors to compete for your business is the best way to 
maximize your buying power, especially if you have a limited 
budget. We will show you how to attain this level of flexibility. 

DataCore™ SDS was built with your situation in mind. It’s 
not your fault that storage vendors are not compatible with 
each other and each require separate High-availability (HA)
and Replication licenses for their own SAN. You can put a stop 
to this by adding a completely agnostic software-defined 
storage layer that enables compatibility across any storage 
manufacturer, while keeping BC/DR processes intact. 

Our software gives you the convenience to confidently 
replace or mix your storage, while your HA and replication 
services continue to run. The best part is you are no longer 
required to pay for BC/DR licensing on each of your arrays. 
DataCore SDS is an all-inclusive license that eliminates those 
throw-away HA/replication licensing costs that are typical for 
mixed storage environments. 
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MERGERS AND ACQUISITIONS

Company mergers are always complicated and require lots 
of meetings and planning to get things done the right way. 
One of the top challenges is the migration of data across both 
companies’ storage infrastructures. In most cases this task 
is not natively feasible and ends up requiring new storage 
systems or very expensive migration software to get the 
job done. In addition, you’ll need to hire contractors to help 
you restructure your databases and applications paths. Let’s 
not forget the grueling months or years required to roll out 
migrations in multiple phases. 

This traditional practice of doing storage migrations is 
extremely painful. Not only do you have to struggle with 
this huge challenge, but now you must reconsider and 
readjust your redundancy strategies for HA and DR, and even 
backups. As it goes with many other IT overhauls, something 
unexpected always happens that ends up delaying the whole 
project. But it doesn’t have to be that way, there is an option 
that can eliminate this agony.

Wouldn’t it be cool to have a plug-and-play storage ecosystem 
where you can add storage from recently acquired companies 
and have all the SAN arrays work collectively like one big happy 
family? Even more, if they all can integrate with your existing 

BC and DR platform without hiccups. This would solve a very 
real problem many IT departments are struggling with today. 

With DataCore SDS, you have an opportunity to start doing 
things the easy way, and finally say goodbye to the painful and 
expensive methods. Our customers enjoy the convenience of 
commissioning a single platform to handle both synchronous 
and asynchronous replication, while also facilitating data 
migration from 3rd party SANs. 

DataCore’s Pass-through technology makes migration 
easy while keeping it simple for you to add all new storage 
equipment to your DR and HA configurations. Each array’s 
data is migrated to virtual disks housed in virtual pools 
consisting of homogenous or heterogenous storage. During 
migration, your hosts and applications still have access to the 
data. Once the migration is completed, a mirrored virtual-disk 
copy is created for business continuity. While a 3rd virtual-disk 
copy can be created on your DR site for additional redundancy. 

This SDS migration sequence makes it easy to rinse and 
repeat as many times as needed. Whether it is 20 terabytes 
or 2 petabytes of data, the benefits of storage inclusion 
and continuous data access provide a winning formula for 
mergers and acquisitions.

1 2
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CLOUD REPLICATION

Cloud storage is one of the hottest topics right now but very 
few people fully understand this giant ecosystem. With the 
cloud, your options are unlimited, and the use cases are very 
broad. It’s a massive opportunity for your business to save 
on costs. One of the most attractive offerings is the ability 
to use the cloud as a DR target or as storage for archives. 
Consequently, a lot of the SAN vendors discourage you from 
considering cloud storage. This makes total sense; their 
business model is designed to influence you to store 100% 
of your data inside their on-premises arrays. These are great 
news for their investors, but not such great news for your 
organization who is trying to cut costs. 

What if your boss asked you today to figure out the best way 
to start replicating to the cloud? 

How can you move your data from point A (your datacenter) 
to point B (the cloud)? 

IT teams are struggling to figure out how to leverage cloud 
for DR using their existing SAN hardware but there is no clear 
path to success. Which is why most organizations are turning 
to software-driven replication technologies, but the initial 
costs can be very disruptive to existing budgets and these 
replication-to-cloud applications only offer this one function 
and nothing else. But it doesn’t have to be that way, there is 
an option that can provide more value for less.

The most optimal solution would be to employ a single 
platform that can support both BC/DR functionalities, along 
with replication to the cloud. Gaining this level of versatility will 
grant you the freedom to host 100% of your data on-premise, 
while also hosting some or all of your DR data on AWS, Azure 
or any other cloud player. 

DataCore SDS provides a unique level of elasticity that adapts 
to your ever-changing environment. 

HYPER-CONVERGED INFRASTRUCTURE

Everyone is exploring HCI right now and rightfully so. The value 
it provides, and the ROI are immediate. While its adoption is 
growing at an exponential rate, it is also becoming another silo 
that requires special attention. Its internal storage is isolated 

from traditional SANs and the arrays are managed by a virtual 
controller VM. This means your HPE or Dell/EMC storage HA 
functionalities will not work with your Nutanix HCI appliance. 
Your NetApp or IBM replication will not work either. 

HA + DR IN THE CLOUD
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So, what to can you do? The simple answer is to bite the bullet 
and buy dedicated replication licenses for your HCI appliance. 
But such decision requires more than just licensing, it means 
you have to purchase more of the same gear for your DR 
site. You must learn how to use a new replication dashboard 
and send your team to get trained. Your standard operating 
procedure has to be revised for each variable. Not to mention 
a dozen other tasks. 

While the thought of hyperconvergence is appealing, there 
is more to investigate before making your final decision on 
a single solution. There are many HCI vendors in the market 

and you should look closer to identify which of them can 
integrate best with your existing storage environment 
without requiring major changes to your current BC/DR 
strategy or duplicating costs. 

DataCore’s HCI software can bolt on to the rest of the 
environment’s BC/DR configuration to make it seamless and 
cohesive. No need to configure different HA and replication 
software for HCI and another utility for your SANs. With 
DataCore it is as simple as managing HCI and SANs from a 
single pane of glass. You have full control of your data and one 
platform to help you protect it.

MULTI-SITE METRO CLUSTER

Banks, universities and hospitals are reaping huge benefits 
from Metro Clusters due to the nature of their business. They 
need to provide data and application access 24 by 7 to their 
end users. Adding that extra layer of geographic redundancy 
allows them to guarantee the best customer experience 
and keep their clients happy. Providing this elite level of 
service requires a robust network backbone and top-notch                          
BC/DR planning. 

What if your organization is considering migrating from a 
single-site HA model to a multi-site HA model? 

Is your infrastructure ready for this type of move? And will 
your BC/DR efforts be dramatically affected? 

If so, there are multiple layers in your infrastructure that will 
need to be re-evaluated. Starting from your applications 
and hypervisors ability to failover to a remote site, to the 
networking gear’s ability to propagate VLANs, FC-zoning and 
ACLs. Finally, can your existing storage support HA across               
2 sites? 

Ideally you are prepared or at least have a game plan to 
deploy this type of stretch architecture. When it comes to 
your storage readiness to facilitate this massive move, you 
need a solution that’s able to evolve as your infrastructure 
changes. Datacenters equipped with a flexible storage layer 
will continue to thrive as new technologies hit the market and 
they become early adopters. 

Centralized Management

Mainstream IT Services

HCI Cluster
DATA CENTER

Disaster Recovery Site

COMMON INFRASTRUCTURE-WIDE BC/DR PRACTICES
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DataCore SDS has empowered our customers with an enterprise-grade metro-cluster configuration for over a decade and has 
done it by only requiring one SDS node per site, while managing all the on-premises storage at each site and synchronously 
replicating to a 2nd copy at the alternate site. 

In addition to your 2-site redundancy for business continuity, you can also add a 3rd site as a hot failover site. If you want a more 
advanced design, you can add a distant 4th site as your remote DR location and now you have 4 copies of your data. Yes, it 
may seem like an overkill, but this is crucial for some organizations and many have already implemented this ultimate level of 
data protection.
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See why over 10,000 customers recognize DataCore Software as the  
most flexible software-defined storage platform and visit www.datacore.com.

Discover the Ultimate Flexibility of DataCore Software

DataCore software-defined & hyperconverged storage solutions reduce costs, eliminate 
vendor lock-in, and deliver ultimate flexibility in how organizations manage, build and 
modernize their storage infrastructures.

REQUEST A DEMO

CONCLUSION

Now that we have reviewed all 5 initiatives that could potentially change your BC/DR plans, you have some thinking to do. All 
the cards are on the table and the decision is yours to make. DataCore Software-defined storage gives you the flexibility to 
evolve and the freedom to adopt new technologies with full confidence. Choosing DataCore SDS as your intelligent layer of 
storage services means your organization is future-ready. 

WHAT TO DO NEXT

Schedule a live demonstration with one of our DataCore 
solution architects to see our SDS technology in action.
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CONTINUUM OF SAFEGUARDS

Watch this webinar and learn more from one of our experts 
on how to maintain business continuity by adapting to those 
inevitable, yet unforeseen turn of events.

https://info.datacore.com/l/68742/2019-05-09/dr772q
https://info.datacore.com/l/68742/2019-05-13/drqq8s
https://info.datacore.com/l/68742/2019-05-13/drqq8s
https://info.datacore.com/l/68742/2019-05-09/dr772b
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